JUNE 2016
CANDLER FIELD FLYING CLUB
Clown Barf waits to be tugged to the runway end after a flight
with guest pilot Martin Hollatz.
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HANGAR UPDATE
DOUGLAS DUMAS

Well, it’s been a good two months since the last monthly newsletter. In that time the editor-in-chief has
been to Clermont, Florida, for the Seniors Nationals Glider Contest – a week-long contest in which the
ground crew launches sixty gliders in under forty-five minutes with six towplanes. I’ve also been to
Pensacola to seen the Blue Angels fly at their home base for the local crowd, and I toured the Naval Air
Museum there.
There’s been allot going on here at home too. N4394L was just blessed with a new engine courtesy of
Bill Hammond’s work. Our soaring program has grown, with the addition of new instructors. Sadly, one
of the members of our local community and the wider soaring community, Phillip Laberge, passed away
this past month.
So much more has happened in such a short time, and we’re just gearing up for summer! There’s not
enough room to cover it here, so let’s get on with the newsletter.

FROM THE LEFT SEAT
GLEN MARSH

This spring has proven to be very challenging at the Club. On the plus side, Lima has a nice, brand new
engine and is back in service. On the other hand, the repair on the Citabria has not gone as well. The
repair itself has been done, but the mechanic hired to reassemble the airplane has quit. This has put us
in a bit of a bind. And if this wasn't enough, we still need to put the new engine in Uniform. This along
with the normal inspections and maintenance we do on a regular basis. Rest assured we will get this
done, but we will need your patience. Anybody that knows an A&P who needs a job, please let us know.
In the meantime, fly safe and have a great spring!

VINTAGE DAY REPORT
DOUGLAS DUMAS

Vintage Day this year was a great success. The weather cooperated nicely, with clouds blocking the
summer sun but leaving us dry and with relatively calm winds. Turnout was good too, and we pulled the
day off without any major incidents. From the DC-3 to our own Jenny, the Stearmans to a replica Fokker
Triplane, T-6's to Cessnas and Pipers, we had a little of everything to show. The Stearmans also put on a
missing man formation fly-by in honor of Capt. Jeff Kuss, Blue Angel #6, who was recently lost to us
during a practice performance in Tennessee.
We had two radio stations broadcasting live on-site, antique cars and old tractors, food and craft
vendors, and of course live music from the Freedom Belles and Bonnie Ridge Bluegrass. It was a great
day to be at Peach State. I hope you had a great time as well, and if you missed it this year, mark your
calendars for next year -- Vintage Day is not to be missed. Here are a few good pictures below for you to
enjoy.

THE FREEDOM BELLES ARRIVED IN STYLE ON THE CANDLER FIELD EXPRESS, SINGING FOR THE
CROWD GATHERED AROUND BEFORE MOVING INSIDE THE MUSEUM HANGAR.

BRIAN KARLI ANSWERS QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MUSEUM’S 1917 CUTISS JENNY, ON DISPLAY
OUTSIDE THE DOUG DAVIS HANGAR.

THE YOUTH PROGRAM’S MOST RECENTLY FINISHED PROJECT, AN ORIGINAL CIVIL AIR PATROL PA18 SUPER CUB, STANDS PROUD ALONGSIDE THE YMP’S OWN AERONCA CHAMP.

SIXTY IN FORTY-FIVE
DOUGLAS DUMAS

As we have worked to begin a glider operation with our flying club, we have made some new friends
more heavily involved in the sport of soaring. I had the privilege of spending ten days working as ground
crew for the 2016 Seniors Soaring Championship in Clermont, Florida, with Mike Knabe and a great
group of hard working folks, young and old.
Here’s what impressed me most about the operation: in five days of flying, we launched all sixty
competing gliders in forty-five minutes, with six towplanes and about a dozen volunteers on the ground;
when they returned, all sixty sailplanes landed together within fifteen minutes – most of them cleared
the runway, and there was always ground crew on hand to push those who couldn’t make it.
In all that, approximately three hundred launches and three hundred landings, we had only one
incident. One of the pilots landed gear up with minimal damage to his glider; we literally picked the
airplane up and carried it to the runway’s edge to make room for the others to land.

THE GLIDERS ARE “GRIDDED” UP PRIOR TO LAUNCH AS SEEN HERE, LINED UP AND READY FOR TOW
ON THE RUNWAY. THE TOWPLANES LAND ON AN OVERRUN ACROSS THE ROAD AT THE RUNWAY’S
END AND TAXI UP THROUGH THE GLIDERS, AND A FLAG MAN INDICATES WHICH SIDE THEY
DEVIATE TOWARDS TO HOOK UP AND FLY THE NEXT TOW.

HERE, THE GROUND CREW WAITS FOR A TOWPLANE AS THE GLIDER OPPOSITE IS TOWED AWAY. IT
GETS HOT AND HECTIC FOR AN HOUR, BUT THERE IS PLENTY OF TIME TO REST WHILE THE GLIDERS
ARE OUT FLYING THE DAILY TASK.

THE GLIDERS MUST ALL START THEIR TASKS SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM THE TIME THE LAST GLIDER
LAUNCHES. HERE THEY ARE LOITERING TOGETHER IN ONE THERMAL, WAITING TO LEAVE THE
GATE. IT IS NOT UNCOMMON FOR SAILPLANES TO BUMP WINGS IN FLIGHT, AS THEY OFTEN FLY
WINGTIP TO WINGTIP IN TIGHT CIRCLES TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE RISING AIR. PILOTS TAKE
GREAT CARE TO CIRCLE TOGETHER IN ONE DIRECTION TO AVOID MIDAIR COLLISIONS.

As you can see, there’s allot to see and learn at these glider competitions. I enjoyed my time, not only
with the airplanes, but with the people as well. We had a great time – I hope to return again next year. I
will be joining Mike again to see the operation in Cordele, Georgia, this month. I will bring a report on
that competition as well in a future newsletter.

